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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SELBORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT OAKHANGER VILLAGE HALL 
ON WEDNESDAY 16th February 2022 AT 7.30PM 

 
Present: Cllr D Ashcroft, Cllr S Bennett, Cllr J Clay, 

Cllr G Masson (Chair), Cllr C McMeekan, Cllr N O’Donnell 
Cllr L Roberts, Cllr M Turner 

 

Absent:  Cllr M Irwin-Brown, Cllr M Smith  
 

Also present: Liz Ford, Parish Clerk 
   

21.212 Apologies for Absence:  Apologies for absence were accepted from Cllrs Irwin Brown and Smith. 
 

21.213 Chairman’s Announcements 
The Chair highlighted that the Selborne Recycling Project would have a launch day on Saturday 19th February 
at the Selborne Recreation Ground starting at 10am at the Pavilion. 
The Chair, Cllrs Clay and O’Donnell had met to discuss local action to mitigate climate change.  The next 
meeting would include an item to discuss this and how to provide information to the community including 
grants available for house insulation etc.  
 

21.214 Declarations of Interests: None. 
 

21.215 Approval of Minutes: Approval of the minutes was deferred. 
 

21.216 Public Questions:  None. 
 

21.217 Notice of a Casual Vacancy on the Council 
Cllrs Elaine Briggs and Hayley Carter had both resigned since the last meeting due to increasing work 
commitments.  Their hard work for the community whilst on the Council was much appreciated.  A notice 
had been posted on Monday 7th February that there was a Casual Vacancy on the Council following Cllr Briggs 
resignation.  If residents did not request an election by Friday 25th February the Council would fill the vacancy 
by co-option. A second notice would be posted advising of the second casual vacancy following Cllr Carter’s 
resignation. 

 
21.218 Financial Report 

 
Bank Balances as 31st January 2022 
Current Account   £   4,102.43 
Deposit Account   £ 91,637.33 
 
Total at bank    £ 95,739.76 
 
Receipts since last meeting   £  11,150.95 
20/1/22 EHDC NP CIL   £7,960.95 
24/1/22 Pandora Tech. Ltd £3,190.00 
 
Bank Transfers 
5/1/22   Deposit to Current 1,000 
6/1/22   Deposit to Current 1,000 
31/1/22 Current to Deposit 5,000            
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Earmarked Reserves –  
Traffic Projects  £11,000.00 
Play Equipment £20,000.00 
CIL   £ 16,415.79 
Village Projects  £   4,196.00 

 Elections  £   1,000.00 
 Covid Fund  £   2,500.00 
Total EMR  £55,111.79 
 
Total General Reserves £40,627.97 
 
Payment Schedule: 
It was RESOLVED to accept the bank reconciliations and approve the payments schedule below (proposed 
Cllr Bennett and seconded by Cllr Clay with all voting in favour). 
 

Invoice 

Date

Bank 

Date
Payee Description Net VAT Gross

26.1.22 7.2.22 Geoxphere Ltd Parish Online Annual to 26/1/23 100.00    20.00         120.00    

100.00    20.00         120.00    

PAYMENTS MADE

 
 

21.219 Planning applications: to consider and agree a response to the following planning applications and receive 
an update on previous applications:  
 

SDNP/21/02689/HOUS Crossways, Gracious Street, Selborne GU34 3JB 
First floor rear extension above the existing kitchen extension. 
The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to submit the comment of no objection 
(proposed by Cllr Masson and seconded by Cllr Roberts with all voting in favour.  Cllr Ashcroft 
abstained). 
 

EPR/VP3290ER/V004  Alton Materials Recovery facility, A31, Alton GU34 4JD  
Environment Agency consultation on intended granting of permit variation. 
The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to submit the comment that the previous 
objections still stood as the Council had concern on the impact of the development on the public 
health of residents in its area.  (proposed by Cllr Masson and seconded by Cllr Bennett  with all 
voting in favour.  Cllr McMeekan abstained). 
  
38477/001 Elm Villa, Oakhanger Road, Oakhanger GU35 9JH 
Proposed first floor extension.  
The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to submit the comment of no objection 
(proposed by Cllr McMeekan and seconded by Cllr Clay with all voting in favour.  Cllr Ashcroft 
abstained). 
 

SDNP/21/05963/HOUS Old Thatch Gracious Street Selborne GU34 3JB   
Detached garden shed. 
The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to submit the comment of no objection 
(proposed by Cllr Masson and seconded by Cllr Roberts with all in favour.  Cllr Ashcroft abstained). 
 

SDNP/22/00709/APNB Land adjacent to Step Cottage Oakhanger Road Oakhanger 
Application to determine if prior approval is required for an agricultural building to store agricultural 
equipment used to tend the vine yard. 
The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to submit a response of no comment (proposed 
by Cllr Clay and seconded by Cllr Bennett with all voting in favour.  Cllr Ashcroft abstained). 
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21.220 To consider the diversion of the Footpath 32 (Sotherington Farm to Bradshott Hall) to correct the line of 
the Public Right of Way. 
The application was discussed and it was RESOLVED to submit the comment of no objection. 
 

21.221 To consider review of the Parish infrastructure record as requested by EHDC in support of its infrastructure 
delivery planning 
The Council had received a request from EHDC to check the District Council’s records of existing 
infrastructure in the villages of the Parish to support preparation of the emerging Local Plan.  It was decided 
that the records for each village of the Parish would be checked by one Councillor being: Cllr Masson, Cllr 
McMeekan and Cllr Turner for Blackmoor, Oakhanger and Selborne respectively.  Revisions of the document 
would be forwarded to the Clerk by Thursday 24th February in time for submission by Friday 25th February. 

 
21.222 To consider the Parish Grounds Maintenance Contract 2022 – 2024 

Following discussion of the contract at the January meeting, three further quotes had been requested but 
none received.  The original quote was discussed and it was RESOLVED to accept the quote and appoint PJ 
Grace to carry out the regular grass and hedge cutting in Selborne and Oakhanger from 1st March 2022 to 
November 2024 (proposed by Cllr Clay and seconded by Cllr Roberts, with Cllrs Bennett and O’Donnell also in 
favour and Cllr Ashcroft against,  Cllrs Masson, McMeekan  and Turner abstained and so  the majority voting 
in favour).  
 

21.223 To consider the proposal “Wildflowers for the Queens Jubilee and Beyond” 
As a lasting tribute to the Queens Jubilee which celebrated the natural environment and encouraged 
biodiversity, Cllr O’Donnell was proposing the establishment of a wildflower area on the bank at the south 
end of village, just past the pinch point and lay-by.  It was proposed that the Council would lease the area for 
a peppercorn rent, clear the tall vegetation and use local seed to establish an area of wildflowers.  Cllr 
O’Donnell was tasked with obtaining further information on any necessary legal agreement and the costs for 
the establishment and future management of wildflowers in the area for discussion at a future meeting. 
 

21.224 Update on arrangements for the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations and to consider donations to 
support the village festivities 
Oakhanger was planning a street party on Friday 3rd June and a music festival on Sunday 5th June.  Selborne 
was planning to track the national festivities with bonfires at high points around the village on Thursday 2nd 
June, a church service involving the school and the ringing of bells on the morning of Friday 3rd June with a 
Wine Society event in the afternoon on the Plestor, followed by a treasure hunt on Saturday 4th June and a 
street party on Sunday 5th June.  Information at Blackmoor was not yet available.  The Clerk would check the 
scope of the Parish Council insurance cover and requirements for an event licence and forward to the village 
organisers.  Options for the Council to purchase a commemorative gift for the children of the Parish would 
be presented to the March meeting.  Donations towards the festivities in each village would be available 
from the Parish Council with details to be confirmed at the next Council meeting. 
 

21.225 To consider arrangements for the Annual Parish Assembly 
A provisional date for the Annual Parish Assembly was set for Thursday 28th April in Selborne Village Hall.  
The Clerk would check availability of a speaker on Dark Skies from the South Downs National Park Authority, 
County and District Councillors and other key parish organization and representatives for this date.  
Refreshments would be provided. 
 

21.226 To adopt the revised Selborne Parish Code of Conduct 
Minor changes to the EHDC Code of Conduct to tailor the document to the Council had been reviewed by the 
Policies Working Group on Wednesday 9th February and the final document circulated to Councillors prior to 
the meeting.  The document was discussed and it was RESOLVED  to adopt the revised Selborne Parish 
Council Code of Conduct (proposed Cllr Clay and seconded by Cllr Bennett with all in favour). 
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21.227 To appoint members to the Council Committee and Working Group roles currently vacant 
Several roles on the Council were vacant and three roles were filled at the meeting being: 
 

• Cllr Matt Turner was appointed to the Staffing Committee (proposed by Cllr Clay and seconded by Cllr 
O’Donnell with all in favour). 

• Cllr O’Donnell was appointed Council lead on trees (proposed Cllr Roberts and seconded by Cllr Bennett 
with all in favour). 

• Cllr Clay was appointed Vice Chair of the Planning Committee (proposed by Cllr Bennett and seconded by 
Cllr O’Donnell with all in favour). 

 

Decision on additional Councillor members of the Traffic Working Group and the Finance Working Group and 
decision on a new representative for the Oakhanger Playground were all deferred until the vacancies on the 
Council had been filled. 
 

21.228 Reports from Council representatives on Working Groups/Outside Bodies 
 
a) The Playground Working Group had met earlier that evening to discuss the four tenders which had been 
received for the new Selborne playground.  A detailed comparison table was under preparation, with 
feedback to be obtained from the Selborne Recreation Committee and a report then presented to the 
Council for consideration at a future meeting.  
b) A very successful litter pick had taken place in Oakhanger on the 29th January (not a Parish Council event) 
and a litter pick would be carried out in Selborne on Saturday 12th March. 
c) The Traffic Working Group Selborne Village Walk had taken place on Friday 4th February and produced a 
huge range of information.  This would be discussed at a TWG meeting before a meeting with the Hampshire 
County Council Safer Roads officer. 
d) Cllrs Bennett, Clay, Masson and O’Donnell requested the Clerk to register their virtual attendance at the 
HCC Parish and Town Councils event on Thursday 17th March (18.10 to 20.00). 
 

21.229 District Councillor Report 
 
Cllr Ashcroft noted the split between EHDC and Havant Borough Council in the provision of “back office” 
services.  Following this there would be more resources available for the new Local Plan and it was expected 
that there would be more effort on planning enforcement.  Training for Parish Councils would also be made 
available by EHDC.  The District Council was yet to hear a reply from the Secretary of State for Communities 
and Local Government to the four letters sent regarding the high housing allocation in the District relative to 
the neighbouring National Park. 
 
Cllr Bennett reported that the Selborne Village Design Group had met with Chris Paterson of the SDNPA to 
progress the Village Design Statement.  A revision would be presented to the Council, hopefully at the March 
meeting, followed by a final check by the SDNPA before going out to consultation. 
 
It was RESOLVED to extend the meeting for a further half hour (proposed Cllr Clay and seconded by Cllr 
Masson with all in favour). 

 
21.230 Action List 

This had not been updated and review was deferred until the next meeting. 
 

21.231 Date of next meeting: The next meeting date was confirmed as Wednesday 16th March 2022 at 8.15pm in 
Selborne Village Hall.  The next Planning Committee meeting would be on Wednesday 2nd March at 7.30pm 
in Oakhanger Village Hall (tbc). 
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21.232 To Resolve in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960 that the press and public be excluded from the meeting by reason of the confidential nature of 
the business to be transacted. 
 
It was RESOLVED in accordance with the provisions of Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to 
Meetings) Act 1960 that the press and public be excluded from the meeting by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted. 
 

21.233 Confidential Business 
See confidential minute. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45 pm 


